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INSPIRATIONS - Pastor Brooks
To those who love First Presbyterian Church of Decatur, AL:
I ask each of you to consider the strategically important months
ahead. We are approaching the celebration of 170 years of ministry to Decatur and North Alabama. Many of you have labored
and given generously to support this ministry. All of us are the
beneficiaries of your efforts and the many who served before
you. We must now ask this: Will we put forth the same commitment in building a church foundation for Christian ministry in Decatur for the years to come?
How is this be accomplished? Let’s begin with prayer for God's
guidance in this ministry and a future minister to lead this congregation. Additionally, commit to attending worship in person or through
social media. Finally, contribute financially as a token of your faithfulness to Christ's Church.

If you want this church to be strong, then YOU must be strong strong in faithful attendance and strong in support of ministry programs. I cannot overstate the importance of attendance at worship.
These are the figures that convey the vitality of this congregation to a
vibrant potential minister. Come and be a part of this faithful fellowship!

“Pay careful attention to
yourselves and to all the
flock, in which the Holy
Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the
church of God, which he
obtained with his own
blood.“
- Acts 20:28

UPDATES FROM THE FPC SESSION
The leadership of First Presbyterian Church meet on February 21st to oversee our renewed ministry. Notable topics of discussion were as follows:
•

The 2022 church budget was passed. The outline of expenses are provided as follows:
Salaries for Ministers, Music Director,
Administrative Assistant
$90,000
Office Administration

26,000

Property, Utilities, Maintenance

70,000

Mission and Outreach

15,500

Discipleship and Education

48,410

Congregational Fellowship

1,000

Worship and Music
Total Expenses

25,000
$265,910

•

The session voted to continue in-person worship requesting that all unvaccinated attendees
wear masks.

•

The Maundy Thursday joint service with Westminster PC was approved, along with interesting preachers for March.

•

A Work Group was established to begin early plans for a 170th Church Celebration.

FACEBOOK FOR SENIORS
There is a generation of those who do not comprehend why Facebook exists. One senior citizen decided to use Facebook practices without the computer.
He walked around town telling strangers on the street what he had for lunch, how he felt,
showing pictures of friends, family, his house, his dog, and local landmarks. He also gave a
“thumbs up” or “thumbs down” and commented on
what he noticed about each person he saw.
To his great surprise, he received followers just like
those using Facebook on their computers. He now
has six followers: two police, one private investigator, one psychologist, and two concerned relatives.
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MASTERING MUSIC - KOBE’S JOURNEY
An invitation to any kind of interview or audition can be a very arduous process; not
always because of the interview itself, but in terms of the preparation and capability for
the interview. It’s funny how we often approach the process with it seeming endlessly
enormous and walk away saying “Hmm. That wasn’t so bad!”.
Earlier this year I applied to the University of Maryland in pursuit of a master’s degree
in Choral Conducting. After sending in many personal statements, resume’s, lists of the
musical repertoire in my experience, video statements, and choral rehearsal videos, I
was selected in December of 2021 as one of around twenty-five other applicants for a
live audition. The choral conducting path is very competitive, as there are a certain number of slots depending on how many students there are in the program. During some years, there is only one slot available! Also, those pursuing a masters and a doctoral degree in choral conducting share the same slots!
Preparation for my graduate school audition was one of the most grueling, stressful, rewarding and fulfilling times in my life! During a portion of the audition, they give you a musical piece to learn and conduct
in a rehearsal with their choir. This piece for me was Johannes Brahms’s Ein Deutsches Requiem – Movement I; a dense, lush, and beautiful piece. This was the main portion of the audition that I really needed to
nail! In between December and February 16th (the date of my audition) I have grown a lot as a conductor
and as a musician. I practiced like I never practiced before!
After a tireless flight and a sleepless night, the day of
my audition finally came. I expected to feel very anxious and nervous when I got to the campus, but I felt
surprisingly calm. I must thank you all for your many
prayers. I believe that the angels of God were with me
that day to deaden my nerves and give me clarity of
mind. Throughout the entire audition I did not feel any
stressful feelings come over me. The audition began
with an introduction and overview to the program. Apparently, the master’s and doctorate level share a lot
of the same coursework, with the main difference being the doctorate level has one more year than the master’s level. Fun! The testing began by the director
of choral activities, Dr. Edward Maclary, playing musical intervals on the piano, and asking me to tell him
what intervals he played. He also played certain kinds of chords with their inversions and singular notes
and asked me to name them.

(continued on the back of this page)

MASTERING MUSIC - KOBE’S JOURNEY (continued)
It is at this point where we switch to the part of the audition that I was not fully prepared for: keyboard
playing. Now would have been the perfect time to have Cheryl and Hector’s skills! I was given the same
hymn we sing here at FPC-D for the Doxology: Praise God From Whom All Blessing’s Flow. So that was reassuring to say the least, although I played it very VERY slowly. I was asked to play the bass line, sing the
alto line, and conduct with my right hand, which I was not expecting at all. Then I was given a piece with
the right hand being played in the alto clef, and the left hand in the tenor clef, switching to bass clef then
back to tenor clef. These may sound like complex musical terms… And that is because THEY ARE! I was
then given a Bach Suite for Cello to harmonically analyze quickly. Finally, I was given a Bach fugue to sight
-read off the piano. A lot of pressure so far! And this is only the first portion of the audition.

After a short break, I continued my audition by singing one of my pieces, Prayer by Leslie Adams. Then I
was given orchestral scores with the task of creating an argument as to who may have composed the
piece and why I would choose that person. For example, if the instrumentation was written in German,
and there are a lot of long lines and musical phrases, one would probably guess Brahms because he was a
German composer who was known for using a lot of Romantic-esque phrasing. I was then tasked with creating a rehearsal plan based on an Anton Bruckner motet with 3 trombones. It was at this point that I realized that the caliber of musicianship at this place was beyond what I had experienced before. The plan I
had created was broken down in a way that I had never thought of, and this portion of the audition was
more like a masterclass for me. A very great learning experience for me. My audition ended with probably the best rehearsal that I had ever had the opportunity to lead. The students were very responsive, I
felt comfortable, and we made great music! My audition ended with a brief recap and exit interview.
It is my pleasure to humbly announce that I have been accepted into the Choral Conducting graduate
program at the University of Maryland. It looks like all the hard work has paid off! Again, each of your
thoughts and prayers have been greatly appreciated, and I would not be taking this next step in my musical journey if it weren’t for you all!
Sing-cerely,
Kobe K. Brown

LENTEN DEVOTIONALS

As we have now entered the period of Lent,
there are many devotionals that are available as
we contemplate what this time means for us and
what it meant for Jesus. You can always pick up a
copy of the Upper Room devotions that are in
the church entryway, or find others online.

Another option this year is provided by our
North Alabama Presbytery Transitional Executive
Presbyter, Tom Lovell. Visit the North Alabama
Presbytery website at www.napcusa.org to view
these under the “News” heading on the site.

WORSHIP FOR MARCH
Our worship calendar for March has some very interesting guests coming to worship with us. Be
sure to mark your calendars for these dates so you don’t miss out on what they have to say!
March 6

Sacrament of Holy Communion and special music

March 13

Rev. Dr. Tom Lovell, Transitional Executive Presbyter of North Alabama Presbytery
Students from the Pathway 2 Success program have been invited to worship with
us and have a light lunch at noon. RSVP to fpcdecatural@gmail.com or call the
church office no later than 9 AM Tuesday, March 8th.

March 20

Dallas and Emily Knight, young seminary students from Beeson Divinity School

March 27

John Archibald, Pulitzer prize winning journal, columnists, and author
We will have an opportunity to have lunch with Mr. Archibald and discuss his expe riences. RSVP to fpcdecatural@gmail.com or call the church office no later than 9
AM Monday, March 21st.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
•
•

•

Worship services are being held in person every Sunday at 10:30
AM.
Silver Sneakers: ABS (Agility, Balance, and Strength) classes are
being held every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 10 AM and 11
AM.
Oil painting classes are being held the third Wednesday each
month. Learn in the Bob Ross tradition. Bring $45, an 11x14 canvas,
and lunch if you want it. All other supplies will be provided.

