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INSPIRATIONS - Pastor Brooks
Christmas Perspective
Christmas is commercially the busiest holiday of the year. Shoppers
are bustling, and cash registers are ringing up sales. Families are
gathering, and trees are sparkling with lights. It is such a familiar
tradition that we might lose sight of the radical and controversial
history of the Christmas tradition.
The Christmas tradition is radical in that we celebrate the belief
that the God of Abraham, creator of heaven and earth, came to live
in human form, born in a lowly stable, in the little-known town of
Bethlehem. God’s presence in human form pointed the way to
righteous living and suffered for the redemption of the world. That is very
radical!
Is it time for us to approach this revolutionary commemoration anew?
Maybe it is time to open our hearts and broaden our minds to receive God’s
gift for our lives - lives that are shaken and lives that are awaken to “the living hope” that lasts beyond the sparkle and glitter of this holiday season.
May the radical and controversial miracle of Christmas be yours now and
throughout the coming year.
We look forward to seeing you at 4 PM for
our Christmas Eve service with special music!

UPDATES FROM THE FPC SESSION

The session of the historic First Presbyterian Church of Decatur, AL, met on November 22, 2021. Following an opening prayer and review of the church’s solid financial status, the elders received reports
on the current youth ministries (Voice of Life Choir and Pathway 2 Success). It was also noted that our
church will host the Morgan County Youth Leadership training course for high school students on
Thursday, December 9th.
After approving the church calendar through Christmas, a report on church membership was received.
The committee chaired by Nancy Moss and consisting of Charlie Guyton, D Ann Norris, and Donna
Huffman verified a current church membership of 62 active members. Though small by FPC-D’s historical standards, our church is now the size of the average NAP congregation.
A pastor visioning workgroup was established, including Bob Sparks, D Ann Norris, and Parker
Moore. Their work will include reviewing options for pastoral leadership. Their efforts will be reported to the session, which will guide the congregation through the COM process later in the year.

GIVE and be BLESSED
Scripture challenges us with this proclamation: “Whoever sows
sparingly will also reap sparingly; whoever sows generously
will also reap generously.” (II Corinthians 9:6) This is a formula
you can bank on. The principle of generous giving can help you
will build a better life. Learn to give generously, and you will
receive blessings beyond measure.
The great reformer, Martin Luther, challenged each Christian to
experience three conversions – “one of the head, one of the
heart, and one of the pocketbook.” Have you undergone all
three transformations? Consider your generosity to this church
ministry for 2022. Each church member will receive a stewardship letter requesting prayerful reflection in supporting our ministry for the new year.
All Hands on Deck - Set to Sail
Anchor tight the ship to hold.
Each sailor is asked to be so bold.
We know not what this stormy night brings,
Yet we trust God’s hope the morning sun springs.
“All hands on deck”, the captain sounds the call.
“We stay the course through waves rise and fall”.
We know not what tomorrow may bring,
But we know the Savior and we represent the King.
Into the 169th year each of us are set to sail.
With renewed commitment lest our mission we fail.

RHB

A PRAYER FOR THE DAY I BEGIN MY CHRISTMAS SHOPPING

By Kenneth Phifer in A Book of Uncommon Prayer
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ADVENT 2021
Sharing My Greatest Advent Discovery
[Previously,] I spoke of discovering Advent. Of course I didn’t discover it in the
way an explorer discovers a place no one
has been before. Millions upon millions of
Christians have observed Advent for centuries upon centuries. I’ve been a Johnnycome-lately. My discovery of Advent was
more like when I find some fantastic natural oasis that’s been around for a long
time, but, for some reason, I hadn’t ever
visited.
What I want to write about today isn’t my
discovery of Advent as an opportunity for growing in my relationship with God, but rather my
accidental (providential?) discovery of one way to observe Advent that has made a huge difference in my life.
It came in a most unlikely place . . . standing in line at Costco. Now you need to understand that I
am terrible at waiting, especially in long checkout lines. Some time ago, I was rushing to get a
couple of items at the market. I picked a short “Ten items or less” line, hoping to buy my stuff and
get going. Of course, the person in front of me wanted to use a gift card, but the gift card couldn’t
be read electronically. The checker knew there was a way to enter the gift card number manually,
but he wasn’t sure how to do it. So he had to call his manager. Five minutes later, I was still standing in that “short” line, watching other lines moving swiftly. My teeth were grinding and my stomach was churning. Mostly, I was mad at myself for picking the wrong line.
My impatience with slow checkout lines makes me an especially lousy Christmas shopper, because, almost by definition, Christmas shopping requires waiting in line (unless, of course, you
are able to do all of your shopping online!) Whether you’re at a fine department store or just
grabbing some chips from the local mini-mart, chances are you’ll be waiting in line during the
month of December. And, if you’re like me, inevitably you’ll end up in the slowest line in the store.
This sort of thing can just about ruin the Christmas season for me, because waiting makes me
grumpy.
Okay, enough with the confession, now to the discovery.
Then, all of a sudden, it dawned on me. I had one of those moments of grace in which God managed to slip a word into my consciousness. As I stood in that slow-moving line at Costco, I was
waiting. Waiting! In a way, I was experiencing exactly what Advent is all about. Of course I wasn’t
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ADVENT 2021 (cont.)
waiting for God to save me or anything momentous like that. I was simply waiting to get out of that
store so I could go home. But, nevertheless, I was waiting. I was forced to experience something
that’s at the very heart of Advent.
So I decided, right then and there in the line at Costco, that I was going to use the experience of
waiting in line while Christmas shopping as an Advent reminder. In that moment, and in similar
moments yet to come, I was going to remember what Advent is all about. I was going to put myself
back into the shoes of the Jews who were waiting for the Messiah. And I was going to remember
that I too am waiting for Christ to return.
As I decided to let the experience of forced waiting be a moment of Advent reflection rather than a
cause for getting an ulcer, I found my anger quickly drain away. Waiting in line at Costco became,
not a trial to be endured, but a moment of grace. And get this: I even found myself thanking God for
the chance to slow down a bit and wait. This was, indeed, a miracle.
By the time I got to check out, my heart was peaceful, even joyous. I felt as if I had discovered hidden treasure. But I didn’t want to keep it hidden. The next Sunday I shared my discovery with my
congregation at Irvine Presbyterian Church. In the days that followed, many of my flock told me
how much their Advent had been improved by thinking of waiting in line, not as a curse, but as a
potential blessing.
Honestly, I can still forget my commitment to use waiting in line as a time for Advent reflection. My
gut instinct can take over. I can easily start clenching my fists as I think of how much time I’m losing. But then a gentle breeze from the Spirit will remind me of how waiting can enrich my life, rather than rob me of joy.
Come to think of it, the grace of waiting in line during Advent might also be relevant to one of my
other giant pet peeves: heavy traffic! Traffic is often worse during the season of Advent as people
are rushing to the malls to shop for gifts. But I wonder if it’s possible to allow the hassle of traffic to
serve as a reminder of Advent waiting.
In the last few years, what I hate most about the
days prior to Christmas – waiting in line – has become a quasi-sacrament, a time to experience
God’s grace. If you’ve never tried this, it may
sound to you as if I’ve lost my mind. This sounds
even sillier than wearing purple in the weeks before Christmas rather than red and green. But let
me encourage you to try it. By experiencing waiting in line not as a punishment, but as a opportunity to wait peacefully, you’ll find a bit of grace,
hidden and ready to be discovered, much like a
little picture behind one of those doors of an Advent calendar.
From the blog of the Rev. Dr. Mark D. Roberts (http://
www.patheos.com/blogs/markdroberts/)
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ARE YOU ABLE TO HELP PHFC?
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SENIOR CONNECTION: ABS CLASSES
Summer Marchlinski is continuing to hold ABS (Agility, Balance, and
Strength) classes Mondays and Wednesdays at 10 AM and 11 AM. Rita
Hutcheson-Cobbs is holding ABS classes on Fridays at 10 AM and 11
AM. Please share this information with friends or family who may
want to join. There is always room for more!

PATHWAY 2 SUCCESS
Thirteen Decatur high school
seniors are receiving mentoring,
guidance, and first-year college
financial assistance from First
Presbyterian Church.

Upcoming Events
Christmas Eve Service
4:00 PM

Happy Birthday. . .
December 20
Sandy Sansing

December 27
Betty Pickell
December 30
Phyllis Moore
December 30
Liz Pilgrim

FPC will celebrate their graduation from the Pathway 2 Success program and high school in
April of 2022.
First Presbyterian Church of Decatur is making a difference!

Our Homebound:
Juanita Dukes
Lynn & Ann Fowler
Charles Howard
Barbara Martin
Sue & Charles Murphree
Liz Pilgrim
Jane Rowe
Caroline Taylor

Our Family Members
in Military Service:
Peyton Davis
Army
Fort Campbell, KY
(nephew of Luke Pryor)
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Our Staff:
Rev. Richard H. Brooks, Minister
richardhbrooks@gmail.com
Kobe Brown
Music Coordinator

Stay connected with all the happenings at
First Presbyterian Church of Decatur . . .
You can find us on the web at:

Cheryl Wade
Organist
Rob Corn
Social Media Outreach Coordinator
Julie Loggins
Administrative Assistant

Contact Us:
First Presbyterian Church
701 Oak Street NE
Decatur AL 35601
256-353-0253
FPCdecaturAL@gmail.com

First Presbyterian Church
701 Oak Street, NE
Decatur, AL 35601

Fpcdecatural.org

FPCdecaturAlabama

FPCdecaturAL

FPCdecaturAL

ANNOUNCEMENTS
•
•

Worship services are being held in person every Sunday at
10:30 AM.
Silver Sneakers: ABS (Agility, Balance, and Strength) classes
are being held every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 10 AM
and 11 AM.

