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INSPIRATIONS - Pastor Brooks
Seeking God’s Vision
The leadership of First Presbyterian Church of Decatur has begun a period of discernment seeking God's vision. The process began with a realistic view of current church demographics and God’s blessings.
NOT GREAT: First Presbyterian Church of Decatur’s membership is down 40%
due to death and relocation. Worship attendance is down to a weekly average of
35, which is on par with the average NAP church, and Internet worship attendance continues at around 30.
NOT BAD: First Presbyterian Church of Decatur is among the oldest Presbyterian
fellowships in Alabama after surviving three rebuilding periods. It is located in the
11th largest city in the state with an unsurpassed heritage.
VERY GOOD: First Presbyterian Church of Decatur is among the most benevolent churches
in NAP, giving on average $356 per member to missions each year, three times the average. It is centered in an area expected to grow substantially over the next 25 years. Church
property is being used increasingly by non-profit groups. The Voices of Life Music program
is expanding. Pathway2Success is opening opportunities for local students while bringing
recognition to the church. The church’s Maranatha Summer Camp Scholarship Program is
catching on and expanding. Weaving Matts for the Homeless continues after ABS exercising.

“’Without a vision, the
people perish.’ The wisOur church is an aging congregation. However, God has often accomplished much more
est person discerns the
with much less. Church leaders believe God is not finished with us yet. Therefore, two
difference between viworkgroups were established.
sion and illusion, then
A pastor visioning group will explore all possible options, such as another part-time minis- dedicates effort towards
ter, a full-time yoked minister, or possibly a seasoned church redevelopment leader. An
fulfilling God's call.”
endowment visioning group will review options for church property use and future minis- Proverbs 29:18
tries to support. These groups are exploring options in anticipation of congregational input
and Committee on Ministry oversight.
Ezekiel looked over "the valley of dry bones." Can these bones live again? God called out,
and then bones came together, flesh came to bones, bodies stood up, making a vast army
ready to live again.
Is it a vision or an illusion for our church to pray that such a miracle occurs again? Time
and dedication will answer the question. In the meantime, may God's vision be our vision,
God's breath be our breath, and every heart be open to seeing the divine task ahead.

UPDATES FROM THE FPC SESSION

The leadership of First Presbyterian Church has been busy as ministries are awakening from the pandemic closure. As more normal activities resume, the session met in September and October. Notable
topics of discussion were as follows:
•

Voices of Life Music Ministry continues to grow and inspire with Kobe Brown as the
leader.

•

High School Leadership “Pathway2Success” is prospering and attracting community
attention. (Note the pictures and Newspaper Article on page 5)

•

Local Business Leadership and Non-Profit ministries are increasingly drawn to our
church for events.

•

Congregational Meeting was called and approved the Election of Trustees, Election of
Officer Nominating Committee, and Elders (D. Ann Norris and John Pearce) for the class
of 2024

•

Church membership roll is being updated under the leadership of Nancy Moss

•

Church Building and Grounds have improved thanks to the leadership of Todd Newton
and Donna Huffman. (See pictures below)

BEFORE

AFTER

FPC IS WHERE IT’S AT!
First Presbyterian Church has a wide variety
of things going on. When there aren’t church
activities taking place like the Voices of Life
Choir filling the halls with beautiful songs of
praise and worship, the church is being used
to further other worthwhile missions in the
community.
FPC continues to serve as an
office location for Fellowship of Christian Athletes
who minister to the community’s high school students.
Agility, Balance, and Strength classes take place on Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday mornings. You will see church members
and non-members “showing off their ABS” while working to stay
fit.
Pathway 2 Success continues to
use the facility as a place to empower young women for their future success in various career
fields while also providing a safe
and encouraging environment for them to build relationships with one another, the church, and their
mentors.

The Chamber of Commerce is using the facility
to host leadership events for community business leaders and for Morgan County’s youth.
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ALL SAINTS DAY SERVICE
OCTOBER 31, 2021
From the Presbyterian Mission Agency:
In early Christian tradition, saints’ days
began as a way to mark the anniversary of
a martyr’s death — his or her “birthday”
as a saint. By the middle of the church’s
first millennium, there were so many
martyrs (particularly due to the persecution of Diocletian) that it was hard to give
them all their due. All Saints’ Day was established as an opportunity to honor all
the saints, known and unknown.
All Saints’ Day has a rather different focus
in the Reformed tradition. While we may
give thanks for the lives of particular luminaries of ages past, the emphasis is on the ongoing sanctification of the whole people of God.
Rather than putting saints on pedestals as holy people set apart in glory, we give glory to God for
the ordinary, holy lives of the believers in this and every age. This is an appropriate time to give
thanks to members of the community of faith who have died in the past year. We also pray that
we may be counted among the company of the faithful in God’s eternal realm.
All Saints’ Day has been celebrated on November 1 since the year 835. Previously it had been
connected with the Easter season as a feast of all martyrs.
An excerpt from the Companion to the Book of Common Worship (Geneva Press, 2003, 150151)
All Saints’ Day is a time to rejoice in all who through the ages have faithfully served the
Lord. The day reminds us that we are part of one continuing, living communion of saints.
It is a time to claim our kinship with the “glorious company of apostles … the noble fellowship of prophets … the white-robed army of martyrs” (Te Deum). It is a time to express our gratitude for all who in ages of darkness kept the faith, for those who have take
the gospel to the ends of the earth, for prophetic voices who have called the church to be
faithful in life and service, for all who have witnessed to God’s justice and peace in every
nation.

To rejoice with all the faithful of every generation expands our awareness of a great
company of witnesses above and around us like a cloud (Hebrews 12:1). It lifts us out of
a preoccupation with our own immediate situation and the discouragements of the present. In the knowledge that others have persevered, we are encouraged to endure
against all odds (Hebrews 12:1-2). Reminded that God was with the faithful of the past,
we are reassured that God is with us today, moving us and all creation toward God’s end
in time. In this context, it is appropriate for a congregation on All Saints’ Day to commemorate the lives of those who died during the previous year.
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PATHWAY 2 SUCCESS
The Pathway 2 Success program was recognized in The Decatur Daily. If you didn’t get an
opportunity to see the article in the paper, a
copy is on the bulletin board outside the sanctuary and there are extra copies in the office. We
will happily print more if needed.
First Presbyterian was also recognized at a
fundraising dinner in Huntsville for its generous
contributions to bring this program to Decatur
students and invest in their futures.
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FOR WHAT ARE YOU THANKFUL?

Please join us in expressing
thanks to our Lord for all we
have in all circumstances. We
will be having a special
Thanksgiving service on Sunday, November 21, 2021.
It will be a service filled with
gratitude, inspirational music,
and God’s Word.

IMPORTANT DATES
You will want to mark your calendar for two important dates.

We will have a guest pastor on Sunday, November 14th. Rev.
Taylor Todd will be filling the pulpit while Rev. Brooks is in D.C.
on vacation.

On Sunday, November 28th our very own Kobe Brown will be filling the
pulpit. Be sure to come support him as he continues to support FPC with
his music ministry and now delivering the Gospel.
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SENIOR CONNECTION: ABS CLASSES
Summer Marchlinski is continuing to hold ABS (Agility, Balance, and
Strength) classes Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays at 10 AM and 11
AM. Please share this information with friends or family who may
want to join. There are flyers like the one below outside the sanctuary,
outside the fellowship hall, and in the office. Please feel free to take
one to share or post in a favorite restaurant, store, etc. If you need
extras, let Julie in the church office know. She will be happy to print up
more for you to distribute.

Happy Birthday. . .
October 1
D. Ann Norris
October 5
Drew Ellner
October 22
Daniel Sansing
October 22
Suzanne Thornhill
October 25
Luke Pryor
October 29
Matthew Smith
November 9
Patt White
November 18
Bob Martin

Our Homebound:
Juanita Dukes
Lynn & Ann Fowler
Charles Howard
Barbara Martin
Sue & Charles Murphree
Liz Pilgrim
Jane Rowe
Caroline Taylor

Our Family Members
in Military Service:
Peyton Davis
Army
Fort Campbell, KY
(nephew of Luke Pryor)
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Our Staff:
Rev. Richard H. Brooks, Minister
richardhbrooks@gmail.com
Kobe Brown
Music Coordinator

Stay connected with all the happenings at
First Presbyterian Church of Decatur . . .
You can find us on the web at:

Cheryl Wade
Organist
Rob Corn
Social Media Outreach Coordinator
Julie Loggins
Administrative Assistant

Contact Us:
First Presbyterian Church
701 Oak Street NE
Decatur AL 35601
256-353-0253
FPCdecaturAL@gmail.com

First Presbyterian Church
701 Oak Street, NE
Decatur, AL 35601

Fpcdecatural.org

FPCdecaturAlabama

FPCdecaturAL

FPCdecaturAL

ANNOUNCEMENTS
•
•

Worship services are being held in person every Sunday at
10:30 AM.
Silver Sneakers: ABS (Agility, Balance, and Strength) classes
are being held every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 10 AM
and 11 AM.

