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INSPIRATIONS - Pastor Brooks
God entrusts the future to our faithful commitment
August begins my 5th year of ministry with you as pastor of FPC Decatur. The last four years have been fulfilling and truly a pleasure and privilege.
Yesterday, I notified the session that the next 12 months will be my last
as lead minister. Hopefully, after that I'll be able to continue an association with this congregation beyond July of 2022 as needed by the church
leadership.
I remain confident and optimistic that north Alabama will continue to
grow in the next 15 to 25 years. Huntsville is projected to be the largest
city in the state, and Madison and Decatur will experience a resulting
spillover growth. There remains an increased need for the ministry of
PCUSA churches. These churches were among the first started in what
would become the State of Alabama, and the need for spiritual leadership
beckons us into the future. The church of Jesus Christ will remain. The “Let us not become weary
question before us is, “How will we continue to be a part of its mission?” in doing good, for at the
proper time we will reap
During the next 12 months, I intend to continue establishing new proa harvest if we do not
grams and strengthening current programs of ministry and mission to the give up. “
community. My earnest prayer is that Almighty God will bless our ef- Galatians 6:9
forts and provide a foundation for ministry beyond my tenure.
“Let us not fear failure but rather fear not trying.” Our ministry in the
name of Jesus Christ is not over.
My love to all of you as we continue to seek God’s guidance and help in
local ministry.

UPDATES FROM THE FPC SESSION
The monthly financial report was received and reviewed at the July 28th meeting of the church session. It was noted that the majority of pledged church income comes from only 10 family units and
that only 4 of these are members under the age of eighty.
Rev. Brooks announced his intention to retire from active ministry in August 2022, and a lengthy
discussion about the next 12 months prompted the following decisions:
• Voice of Life youth ministry will continue in earnest with Kobe Brown working full time.
• The session approved up to $67,000 to support the AUM Foundation, which mentors Decatur
senior high girls who have academic potential, but lack family support for higher education.

• An additional $10,000 will be offered as needed to continued support for the Crisis Services of
North Alabama in their mission to counsel victims of sexual and domestic abuse.
Due to the increased level of Covid-19 infections in North Alabama, it was unanimously decided to
ask unvaccinated persons to wear masks while in the church building.

Funds for roof repairs, not to exceed $10,000, were approved by the session. Most of the roof repair
cost will be covered by property insurance.
The session would also like to remind everyone that this Sunday, August 1st is Communion
Sunday.

VOICES OF LIFE CAMP AT FPC
The Voices of Life Camp has gradually evolved since it’s
nascency in the summer of 2019. This year’s theme of the
camp shifted from being music-centric to being focused
on various life skills. Kristin Scroggins, a speaker from
Huntsville, gave an animated and engaging presentation
on conflict resolution - covering topics like why we get in
conflict, the different ‘styles under stress’, and even the
essentialness of giving one’s consent. Kevin Fernandez,
the founder of L2 Mindset, gave another presentation the
following day on personality types and how to relate to
people who may have a different personality. Around 20
teens from Neighborhood Christian Center gathered over two days and participated in listening to these
speakers, engaging in different activities related to the topics, food, and fellowship.
“The Conflict Resolution workshop taught me strategies for dealing with conflict, the
different kinds of conflict, and why some people have more conflict based on their
personality type. I also learned ways to keep conflict out of my life and what kind of people
I am more likely to have conflict with.”
-Mary Brightman, FPC-D Youth
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APPRECIATION FOR FPC
On Sunday, July 4, 2021, a Celebration of Life service was held in honor of
Wayne Malone. Shirley would like to extend her thanks for the lunch provided for the family after the service.

Happy Birthday. . .
August 3
Edward Ellison
August 6
Ray Norris
August 11
Charles Murphree
August 13
Genie Sparks
August 29
M. Doug Moore
August 30
Ramsey Huffman

Our Homebound:

THANKS FROM CAMP MARANATHA
Due to the support
of FPC, Camp Maranatha was able
to serve 376 campers during four
weeks of camp!
What a great partnership we have!

Juanita Dukes
Lynn & Ann Fowler
Charles Howard
Barbara Martin
Sue & Charles Murphree
Liz Pilgrim
Jane Rowe
Caroline Taylor

Our Family Members
in Military Service:
Peyton Davis
Army
Fort Campbell, KY
(nephew of Luke Pryor)
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Our Staff:
Rev. Richard H. Brooks, Minister
richardhbrooks@gmail.com
Kobe Brown
Music Coordinator

Stay connected with all the happenings at
First Presbyterian Church of Decatur . . .
You can find us on the web at:

Cheryl Wade
Organist
Rob Corn
Social Media Outreach Coordinator
Julie Loggins
Administrative Assistant

Contact Us:
First Presbyterian Church
701 Oak Street NE
Decatur AL 35601
256-353-0253
FPCdecaturAL@gmail.com

First Presbyterian Church
701 Oak Street, NE
Decatur, AL 35601

Fpcdecatural.org
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
•
•

Worship services are being held in person every Sunday at
10:30 AM.
Silver Sneakers: ABS (Agility, Balance, and Strength) classes
are being held every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 10 AM
and 11 AM.

