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INSPIRATIONS - Pastor Brooks
THE WAY THROUGH THE NEW YEAR
To find your way through the coming year, you must first find
yourself. In order to find yourself, you must first find God. There is
a successful path through 2020. That avenue cannot be found
walking alone in an aimless direction. As part of the First Presbyterian Church fellowship, let us continue our journey together as
we seek God’s way, truth, and life offered in Jesus Christ, the
anointed one of God.
The Hounds of Heaven is a famous theological poem written in the
19th Century by Francis Thompson. It describes the sinfulness of
humanity and how God is continually seeking each person like a
hound on the scent of an escaped criminal. Using a few of its
phrases, I offer the following for your consideration:
As described in Genesis, there was the human fall.
We each experience its daily effects, as sinners one
and all. For each life, there is both sin and shame.
Because of the fall, there is failure and blame.
Standing alone, we can find no hope, and by ourselves, we cannot cope. So, we travel through each
dark and lonely night, finding ourselves in need of
direction and light.

(continued on page 2)
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Tracking us along are the “Hounds of Heaven” in “their unhurried chase,” and the
pursuit of the Holy Spirit with its “unending pace.” God eventually hunts us down,
and then we hear His loving sound: You are forgiven, my friend. Open your life that
I may come in!
It is then we find hope and discard all despair, as we gratefully
live in God’s loving care. For God seeks even the “blindest and
weakest,” proclaiming to each, “I am He whom you seekest.”
– R. H. Brooks

“Your commitment to what you believe is right, does not require telling
everyone else they are wrong.”
- R. H. Brooks

January’s Sermon Series - Footsteps of Paul

Join us in the New Year for a study of Paul’s Letters that shaped the
first century church, and guides us now in the Footsteps of Faith. Saint
Paul’s writings will be studied in their Biblical and Historical context.
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January 5

“New Life Begins Today”

Matthew 24

January 12

“New Life Begins Today”

Matthew 3

January 19

“Tomorrow’s Victory-Today’s Hope”

I Thessalonians

January 26

“Our Holes-God’s Holy”

II Thessalonians

Celebrating Dedicated Service
To God and Our Church Family
First Presbyterian Church of Decatur honored Betty
Brownlee for her many years of service as our organist. Betty was always there (for over 50 years), always
happy, always gifted, and always eager to lead the
congregation in praising God through music.
Elder Bob Sparks and Reverend Brooks visited Betty in
her new apartment at Riverside. She has happily made
the transition to her new residence. She is thrilled that
such a talented organist, Kevin Long, can continue her
musical leadership.
Nancy Moss and Betty Brownlee

“You have not lived today, until you have done something for someone
who can never repay.”
- John Bunyan

The Way Made Clear
Copies are now available
at the church office.
$15 - Soft Bound
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Celebrating the Christmas Spirit
At First Presbyterian . . .

Parker Moore, Jane Pochran, Sandy
Sanding, Debbie Gibson, Brenda Smith

The Hidden
Brain
An article from NPR’s
The Hidden Brain
shares the mental benefits of being part of a
religious community.

The historic First Presbyterian Church of Decatur, AL prepared for
another meaningful Christmas with decorating the church, lighting
Advent Calendars, visiting shut-ins, and signing carols with innercity youth. It is in sharing God’s love and acceptance that we begin
to understand the meaning of Immanuel, “God is with us”. Let us
enter the New Year with the joy of
God’s grace and the courage to share it
with others.

Go to link: https://
www.npr.org/2019/11
/05/776270553/
hidden-brain-doesgoing-to-churchimprove-your-mentalhealth

Genie and Bob Sparks, Brenda Smith,
Sandy Sansing

Thank you to those who participated in beautifully
decorating our sanctuary for the Christmas season:
Aylett Dickman, Debbie Gibson, Parker Moore,
Jane Pochran, Bob and Genie Sparks,
and a special “thank you” to
Sandy Sansing and Brenda Smith.
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Caroling at
Frazier Park

Our Family
Members in
Military
Service:
Old Decatur Holiday Tour
December 14

Peyton Davis
Army
Fort Campbell, KY
(nephew of Luke
Pryor)

Birthday Wishes!
January 1
Charles Howard
January 3
Juanita Dukes
January 7
Shirley Malone
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Looking Ahead to 2020
Through Our Social Media
FPCdecaturAL.org has a new vision based on Christ’s commission to “go into
all the world”!
We have a story to tell, and we now have new tools to assist us in our mission. Our Facebook page has over 100 church and community members who
have joined. Our new website has clarity of mission and invitation for others
to join.
Here’s the catch: Social media is just a tool. Unless it is used, it offers no reward.
It is our goal in 2020 to use social media to reach out beyond the walls of the
church. We want to communicate to those who cannot come to church or
(for whatever reason) have chosen not to. For those who are unable to come
to church on Sundays, Reverend Brooks’ sermons can be heard online. For
those who are looking for a church family, our website will clearly express
who we are and what we believe. It will also invite all to come and join us as
we worship, study, and work to build God’s Kingdom.
Additionally, social media will allow members of the community to connect
and communicate in a safe environment. We encourage the congregation
and community to use the Contact Us page on the website to ask questions
or to request prayer (NO POLITICS PLEASE).
2020 is going to be a great year. Let’s start it off with a bang on Sunday, January 5, 2020, as Pastor Brooks starts a new sermon series on the writings of
Paul: FOOTSTEPS to FOLLOW, a survey of the Apostle Paul’s Epistles in their
Biblical and Historical context. INVITE A FRIEND!

Rob Corn
Social Media Outreach Coordinator

Solving the
Sleep and
Alzheimer’s
Puzzle
Sleep is so important for
good health. This short
segment explores new
research on the interaction between sleep and
Alzheimer’s.
Go to link: https://
www.npr.org/2019/11/2
0/781267984/solving-the
-sleep-alzheimerspuzzle
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
THE WAY MADE CLEAR
The History of Presbyterianism in Decatur Alabama
St. Andrews Presbyterian Church
3310 Danville Rd SW

The annual meeting of our congregation has

Jan. 08 - Presbyterianism Come to America
Jan. 15 - Presbyterians in America
Jan. 22 - “Alabama Fever”
Jan. 29 - Presbyterians in North Alabama
Feb. 05 - PC in Decatur

been called by the session for Sunday, January
5th, following the 10:30 worship service. New

elders will be elected and the annual budget
approved by the session will be presented.

This seminar is being led by our own Donna
Huffman.
The classes are on Wednesday evenings at
6:00 in their Fellowship Hall.

“Stand taller each day, in every conceivable way, then reach down to lift up
the next generation.”
- R. H. Brooks

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1, 2020

Our
Homebound:
Shirley Coleman
Juanita Dukes
Lynn & Ann Fowler
Jerry Garth
Dicky Maynor
Sue & Charles Murphree
Liz Pilgrim
Jane Rowe
Caroline Taylor
Anne Thornhill
Jean Vernon
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The Church Office
will be closed
New Years’ Day
ABS will not meet on
New Year’s Day

Ongoing Opportunities:
Sundays

Coffee Fellowship - 9:00 a.m.
Adult Sunday School Class - 9:15 a.m.
Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Mondays

Mission Mat Weaving - 12:15 p.m.

Wednesdays

Choir Rehearsal - 6:15 p.m.

Mon-Wed-Fri ABS Senior Connection - 10:00 & 11:00 a.m.

Our Staff:
Rev. Richard H. Brooks, Minister
richardhbrooks@gmail.com
Karen Thatcher Moore,
Music Director
Kevin Long,
Music Outreach Coordinator
Rob Corn
Social Media Outreach Coordinator
Amber Stewart,
Office Administrator

Contact Us:
First Presbyterian Church
701 Oak Street NE
Decatur AL 35601
256-353-0253
fpcdecatural@gmail.com

First Presbyterian Church
701 Oak Street, NE
Decatur, AL 35601

Stay connected with all the happenings at
First Presbyterian Church of Decatur . . .
You can find us on the web at:
http://www.FPCdecaturAL.org/

You can also follow us on Facebook at:
First Presbyterian Church Decatur Alabama

