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INSPIRATIONS - Pastor Brooks
You Find What You Look For!!
Two seriously ill men occupied the same hospital room. One man was allowed
to sit up in his bed each afternoon to help drain the fluid from his lungs. His bed
was next to the room's only window. The other man had to spend all his time
flat on his back. One special treat each day was the man in the bed by the window describing to his roommate all the things he could see outside the window.
He described the park with a lovely lake, the ducks and swans playing in the water, children sailing their model boats, young lovers walking arm in arm amidst
flowers of every color, with a backdrop of the city skyline in the distance. These
daily narrations brought connection to the world outside the confines of their
hospital room.
The day nurse arrived one morning to find the lifeless body of the man by the
window, who had died peacefully in his sleep. The surviving man asked if he
could be moved next to the window. After settling in his new bed, slowly and
painfully he propped himself up for his first look at the real world outside. As he
strained to look out the window besides his new bed, he realized the window
faced a blank wall. The patient asked the nurse what could have compelled his
deceased room-mate to describe such a wonderful world outside this window.
The nurse responded that his former roommate was blind and perhaps simply
wanted to share the world as he hoped it to be.
There is tremendous happiness in sharing positive possibilities, despite our own
tragic circumstances. Encouragement and hope are always in style. Today is a
gift. That is why it is called “the present”. Let us focus on this season with a
sense of hope and joy for what the world CAN become. Remember, no one has
ever injured their eyesight by looking on the bright side of things.
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CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 2020
On the front page of this newsletter you will find photos taken in
front of the sanctuary from our open-air Christmas Eve Service .
We had 51 attending even though the weather was extremely
cold and windy. Most were visitors from the community. The
program consisted of Lessons and Carols led by Todd Newton,
Drew Ellner, Kobe Brown and singers.
We would like to thank all those who made the event possible and all who attended. It is our hope to
plan more of these events as the weather improves.

STAY CONNECTED
Our congregation continues to worship via the short 30-minute VIDEO WORSHIP
SERVICE each week. This service is available from Saturday afternoon through the
next week. You can find these worship events at YouTube.com or Facebook.com.
Search for “FPCdecaturAL”. DVD copies of these worship services are available
by contacting the church office by phone or email with your request.

YOUR PARTICIPATION is important. These are lonely times. Join us each
week for fellowship by phone or computer to catch up on what is happening
and share your family’s news. Your Zoom invitation and instructions will arrive
via email each weekend.
Need help setting up Zoom Conference on your computer? Just call the office.
We will work with you.

Join Us . . .
BIBLE STUDY for YOU???
If you are interested in joining by phone or Zoom conference,
please email the church office at FPCdecaturAL@gmail.com.
Study to be determined by participants
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
From Presbyterians Today
Every week from Ash Wednesday (February 17)
through Easter (April 4), The Way to Shalom is online and free for download or printing.
You’re invited to use it, share it, excerpt from it and
make it your spiritual companion this Lent. Simply
click on or type in the link below:
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/today/lent2021/

Meeting of the Congregation
The session agreed to postpone the annual meeting of our congregation until
in-person attendance is healthy. At that time, new elders will be elected and
the annual budget approved by the session will be presented. The approved
budget with notations is summarized below. The complete budget is available upon request to the church office.
2021 church budget: Our congregation has experienced the death of many
beloved members over the last 18 months. This has affected annual giving.
However, of the 29 pledged family units last year, 9 increased their giving for
2021. This increased giving has significantly mitigated the lower pledges due
to member death and relocation. Membership pledges for 2021 are
$141,000, with a few families that usually pledge not yet received. Member
contributions for First Presbyterian Church of Decatur, AL remains among the
highest in North Alabama Presbytery.
The 2021 church budget expenses are charted below. Note the significant
reduction in staff salaries, which are down $15,800 (17%) from $95,200 to
$79,400. Also, be aware that the $28,000 budgeted expense for missions will
drastically increase with planned programs to be supported independently of
this budget. Our church is very responsible in its financial stewardship. We
pray that God will bless our ministries during this new year.

Happy Birthday. . .
February 3
Sue Murphree
February 4
Carolyn Shelton
February 8
Richard Brooks
February 9
Mike Smith
February 19
Ran Pickell

Our Homebound:
Juanita Dukes
Lynn & Ann Fowler
Barbara Martin
Sue & Charles Murphree
Liz Pilgrim
Jane Rowe
Caroline Taylor

Our Family Members
in Military Service:
Peyton Davis
Army
Fort Campbell, KY
(nephew of Luke Pryor)
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Our Staff:
Rev. Richard H. Brooks, Minister
richardhbrooks@gmail.com
Kobe Brown
Music Coordinator
Cheryl Wade
Organist
Rob Corn
Social Media Outreach Coordinator
Amber Stewart
Administrative Assistant

Contact Us:
First Presbyterian Church
701 Oak Street NE
Decatur AL 35601
256-353-0253
FPCdecaturAL@gmail.com

First Presbyterian Church
701 Oak Street, NE
Decatur, AL 35601

Stay connected with all the happenings at
First Presbyterian Church of Decatur . . .
You can find us on the web at:
YouTube: youtube.com/channel/UCnfkZDkWvdFW25DhJmIVEaQ
Website: FPCdecaturAL.org/
Facebook: facebook.com/FPCdecaturAL
Instagram: instagram.com/FPCdecaturAlabama

