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INSPIRATIONS - Pastor Brooks
The COMMUNITY OF FAITH During Difficult Times
Character is revealed and defined in the bad times, not the good times. During these difficult days, what will be the measure of our character? When
the storms of life come our way, what will we do and say?
Let's remember that First Presbyterian Church in Decatur has witnessed
many storms in its 167-year history. Its fellowship was renewed each time
as the "community of the saints" living and dead joined for celebration and
new ministry.
The word "community" in the New Testament is Koinonia and refers to the
coming together in sharing gifts and fellowship as baptized followers of Jesus, the Christ. Let us continue to share our gifts of time and compassion for
renewing hope, especially during difficult times. In so doing, we are the
Body of Christ in today's world.


Plan to be present this Sunday, November 1st, to commemorate
All Saints’ Day as we honor church members who have departed this
world in the last year (see page 5).
 Sundays, November 8th and 15th, the Life after Life series will continue.
 Sunday, November 22nd, our fellowship will participate in
Holy Baptism.

(continued on page 2)
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Celebrating the
Members, Ministries,
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the Amazing Grace
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at
First Presbyterian
Church

(continued from page 1)

A Crisis of Confidence
There is a crisis of confidence throughout the land.
The way forward, however, we hold in our hand.
We have lost confidence in what is wrong and what is right.
Let us move forward then, refocusing on God's truth and His light.
~ Father John

"Is there life after death?" Humanity has been asking this question since the beginning of time. As Christians we believe the answer is a resounding "Yes". We also acknowledge that most of us
have more questions than answers about what life after death
will be like.
Pastor Richard Brooks will begin a new sermon series entitled
"Life after Life" on October 25 that will explore what the Bible
says awaits us after death. This fascinating series will not speculate as to what might happen, but is designed to use the scriptures to examine what the Bible and Jesus have to say about Life
after Life.
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(continued on page 3)

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
HISTORICAL ARCHIVES
YOUR ARCHIVES!

Lessons From The
Pandemic

An archive can be a museum, but ours is not. What we have represents your life of each at First Presbyterian Church. If you look closely, there is something that everybody has used or been a part of at
one time or another. In addition to historical documents from our
church buildings themselves, there are numerous histories written
for various occasions; there are records of baptisms and confirmations; there are hymnals and bibles used in worship services. The
shelves contain notebooks of committees of various kinds; records
of mission trips, conferences and programs of study; notebooks of
community activities of church members; records of women’s activities since the 1800s; church activities grouped by decades; pictures
of our ministers with church staff and leaders; and a collection of
directories since 1965 along with membership rolls from years past
and present.

“We celebrated Sunday
afternoon, October 18, with
a Zoom birthday party for
Fairbanks, a Junior at TCU,
joined by her sister, Isabelle,
cousins Wilks and Worth,
aunt Lucy Bowen, parents
Kitty and Tryg, and grandparent Tom Caddell. It was
fun.”
~ Tom Caddell
“People who are blessed
with a thoughtful, caring
nature, become more so
toward a lonesome old
lady!”
~ Patt White

There copies of the Presbyterian Book of Order and the Book of Confessions, along with The 7 Great Ends of the Church. There are old
maps used in Sunday School classes and copies of sermons of former ministers.
Of course, the heritage box
contains family records of each
of you. Perhaps you would like
to add information to your folder?
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Happy
Birthday. . .
Pat White
November 09

Please continue to donate materials as you downsize and find
church related clippings, books and photos. These collections
continue to be sorted and made available for everyone. This
room is your archives, visit anytime!
~ Donna Huffman

Anne Thornhill
November 13
Bob Martin
November 18
Wayne Malone
December 07
Sandy Sansing
December 20
Betty Pickell
December 27
Phyllis Moore
December 30
Liz Pilgrim
December 30
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ALL SAINTS DAY WORSHIP
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1
The historic First Presbyterian Church of Decatur, AL. will celebrate All Saints'
Day on November 1st as we thank God for the blessings of church members
who have recently died and rejoice in the fellowship with members still with
us.

Become a part of
something special.
Join in making the
future as bright as
the past was
meaningful.

Our
Homebound:

All Saints' Day, also known as All Hallows' Day or the Feast of All Saints, is a
Christian celebration of All Saints (Christians) deceased and living. It is based
on the belief that there is a spiritual bond between the faithful in heaven (the
Church Triumphant) and those still living. This commemoration dates to Pope
Gregory III (731–741 AD) and his proclamation in St. Peter’s for the blessings
of relics, "from the holy apostles and of all saints, martyrs and confessors, of
all the just made perfect who are at rest throughout the world." Protestants
generally commemorate all Christians, living and deceased, on All Saints' Day.
In the United States and Canada, Halloween is observed in connection with
All Saints' Day. During the 20th century, the observance of Halloween has
become largely a secular one.

We remember those who have
entered the Church Triumphant . . .
Charlie Maples 02/24/1941 - 05/30/2019
Joe Moss 02/28/1932 - 06/19/2019

Juanita Dukes
Lynn & Ann Fowler
Barbara Martin

Dot Sherrill 02/15/1924 - 06/24/2019
Al Jones 12/25/1925 - 06/27/2019
Becki Caddell 02/03/1941 - 10/18/2019

Dicky Maynor

Doris Sundback 11/05/1926 - 11/10/2019

Sue & Charles Murphree

Malcolm Prewitt 10/19/1938 - 02/11/2020

Liz Pilgrim

Nancy Fabisinski 07/29/1930 - 03/02/2020

Jane Rowe

Shirley Coleman 04/25/1928 - 05/19/2020

Caroline Taylor

Betty Brownlee 05/03/1929 - 06/05/2020

Anne Thornhill

Barrett Shelton 06/15/1931 - 07/12/2020

Jean Vernon
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Jerry Garth 11/06/1943 - 02/27/2020

A short 30-minute VIDEO WORSHIP SERVICE with
special music is released every Saturday morning
for your comfort and inspiration. This is tailored
for your flexibility and can be seen on Facebook or
YouTube any time after 10:00 a.m. Saturday.

LET’S STAY
ENGAGED

Our in-person TRADITIONAL WORSHIP SERVICE has resumed each Sunday
at 10:30 with liturgy, hymns, and sermon. This service requires masks and
social distancing for the protection of all attendees.
Your continued support for this church fellowship is found in your
attendance at one (or both) of these services.

“Democracy dies in darkness. God’s presence is found only in the light of truth,
so be discerning!”
- Unknown

TRUTH MATTERS!
There are many independent fact
checking sites. The following
offered by AARP can help you
objectively analyze and factually
check claims.
PolitiFact.com
FactCheck.org
Snopes.com
LeadStories.com
ScienceFeedback.com
CheckYourFact.com

Red and Blue Sail Together
by Richard H. Brooks
The winds of U.S. politics blow left, and then blow right.
The task of each American is to toil both day and night.
We sail with different banners, throughout the many years.
We serve with different skippers, in trust and without fears.
Americans can disagree on issues old and new.
On what we must agree is to serve the red, white, and blue.
Together we form a nation with different points of view.
Together we form a union with people different from me and you.
The risks of these new days lie stormy straight ahead.
The guiding stars of history are those who’ve led and bled.
Our ship needs steady sailors who work with ready hands,
Praying for safe passage as we journey unchartered lands.
- LET US SERVE TOGETHER -
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Friday, November 27
The church office will be
closed for Thanksgiving.

Sunday, November 29
First Sunday of Advent

Sunday, November 1
All Saints Day

ELECTION DAY,
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3
Don’t forget to VOTE! If you have questions regarding your polling
location, the Board of Registrars of Morgan County is here to help.
Go to: http://www.co.morgan.al.us/voterindex.html
You can contact them at:
256-351-4660
Monday-Friday
8:00 am to 4:30 pm
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Our Staff:
Rev. Richard H. Brooks, Minister
richardhbrooks@gmail.com
Kobe Brown
Music Coordinator
Cheryl Wade
Organist
Rob Corn
Social Media Outreach Coordinator
Amber Stewart
Administrative Assistant

Contact Us:
First Presbyterian Church
701 Oak Street NE
Decatur AL 35601
256-353-0253
FPCdecaturAL@gmail.com

First Presbyterian Church
701 Oak Street, NE
Decatur, AL 35601

Stay connected with all the happenings at
First Presbyterian Church of Decatur . . .
You can find us on the web at:
Website: FPCdecaturAL.org/
Facebook: facebook.com/FPCdecaturAL
Instagram: instagram.com/FPCdecaturAlabama
YouTube: youtube.com/channel/UCnfkZDkWvdFW25DhJmIVEaQ

