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INSPIRATIONS - Pastor Brooks
Faith Calls Us Out
The call of faith includes contemplation and self-awareness with
growth. Another integral component of faith is living in community
with others. The second flows
from the first. Inner growth is the
fertile ground from which the outward manifestation of hospitality
and acceptance of others grow.
The ministry of hospitality and acceptance has become more
difficult and, in turn, has made us less physically and spiritually
healthy. There was an interesting article in the Washington
Post (https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/01/02/how-avoidtraps-that-produce-loneliness-isolation/) about how to become
healthier through interactions with others.
The article stated that “according to the health-insurance company Cigna, loneliness and social isolation are rampant in the
United States today. About half of Americans report sometimes
or always feeling alone, Cigna found in a 2018 study of more
than 20,000 U.S. adults. Barely more than half say they have
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meaningful daily in-person social interactions.” Studies by the Kaiser Foundation and AARP
have also reported widespread American loneliness and the increased health risk it possesses.
This loneliness is attributed to isolation from meeting new people as technology (iPhone,
emails, and text) has focused all our attention on our small circle of friends. Secondly, political
polarization contributes by discouraging interactions with those with whom we disagree.
The call of faith begins with an inner search
seeking the health of our soul. The call of
faith grows as we engage in the fellowship
with others by bridging difference and barriers that divide.
R. H. Brooks

“But as for me, my contentment is not in wealth but in seeing you and knowing all is well between
us. And when I awake in heaven, I will be fully satisfied, for I will see you face-to-face”
~Psalm 17:15 TLB

Join us in the New Year for a study of Paul’s Letters that shaped the first
century church, and guides us now in the Footsteps of Faith. Saint Paul’s
writings will be studied in their Biblical and Historical context.
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March 1

“Happiness to You”

II Corinthians 5

March 8

“Happiness to You”

II Corinthians 12

March 15

“Peace to You”

Ephesians 1

March 22

“Peace to You”

Ephesians 4

March 29

“Grace to You”

Romans 3,4,5

A Life Well Lived

Dr. Malcolm L. Prewitt, Jr.
October 19, 1938 - February 11, 2020

A Celebration of Life was held for Dr. Malcolm
Leroy Prewitt, Jr., on February 14, 2020, at
First Presbyterian Church Decatur. Dr. Prewitt
passed away peacefully February 11, 2020,
due to complications from cancer. Malcolm is
survived by Peggy Aycock Prewitt, his wife of
59 years, and by his two children Malcolm
Prewitt, III (Amy) and Debbie Looney (Ken);
his five grandchildren John Prewitt (Fran), Patrick Prewitt, Will Prewitt, Matt Looney
(Aubrey), and Katherine Burkholder (Justin);
and his brother Richard Prewitt (Mary Powell)
of Portland, OR.

Memorials can be made to First Presbyterian Church or your favorite charity.
Cards may be sent to:
Peggy Prewitt
3525 Crusher Road SE
Decatur AL 35601

We Welcome Our New Office Administrator,
Lisa Jones

Never Stop
Learning
Join a vibrant learning
community of adults 50+
interested in staying intellectually and socially
active, while having lots
of fun! OLLI at UAH is
designed for your lifestyle and interest, with
no grades or tests.
Become a part of OLLI
today!

“I am very excited to work with the staff and its members here at
First Presbyterian Church!

Go to: osher.uah.edu
Or call: 256.824.6183

I am an active member of Central United
Methodist Church. I have been working at
Central for the past 15+ years. I also work
at SportsFit gym. I enjoy crafting, working
in my yard and Zumba. If the sun is shining more than likely, I’ll be working in my
yard.

Brochures can be found
in our lobby.

I have two sons Jonathan (wife Haley) and
Terence. I also have four wonderful grandsons who keep me alive and active.”
Lisa~
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Lent is a Time for Preparation

Our Family
Members in
Military
Service:
Lent is the forty-day season of preparation for the Easter Celebration.
The purpose of Lent is the preparation of Christian believers for the
annual commemoration of Holy Week and the Easter Resurrection.
This season of preparation began with our joint Ash Wednesday Service with Westminster Presbyterian Church.
During this period of self-examination, we are called to reflect on our
growth toward the transformed people of God and how we contribute
to the transformation in our families, city, state, nation, and the world.
Join the historic First Presbyterian Church family in the traditional religious activities of Lent and Holy Week (Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday
Communion, and Easter Sunday worship). Allow your participation in
these historical religious celebrations to be like a candle that ignites
and grows the flame of faith in your life.

Peyton Davis
Army
Fort Campbell, KY
(nephew of Luke
Pryor)

Birthday Wishes!
March 5
Bob Sparks
March 8
Parker Moore
March 9
Charlie Guyton

IN MEMORIAM . . .

Jerry Wallace Pitts Garth
11/06/1927 - 02/27/2020

March 20
Donna Huffman
March 20
Nancy Moss

In lieu of flowers the family requests that memorials be made to the
First Presbyterian Church of Decatur, Alabama or to your favorite charity.
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NORTH ALABAMA PRESBYTERY
We are grateful to Tom Caddell for representing our church at the presbytery meeting on Saturday, February 22nd at Grace Presbyterian Church in Madison. The highlight of the meeting was
the call and examination of two new young ministers. Part of the process included a sermon by
each candidate, along with sharing their faith journey as followers of Jesus Christ.
Rev. Tripp Brogdon has been called to pastor St. Andrew Presbyterian Church in Decatur. He lives
on the block next to our church on Oak Street.
Rev. Brett Gudeman
has been called by First
Presbyterian Church of
Huntsville as their associate pastor. Both ministers preached inspiring sermons and our
presbytery is grateful
to God that they will be
leaders among us.

The Synod Executive,
Greg Goodwiller, was
in attendance and
gave an overview of
the church in both
public and private
conversations.

Aside from the usual routine matters,
there was a lengthy discussion of a proposal to create the new position of Presbytery Coordinator and that Christie
Ashton assume that position. It was
voted to postpone action until the NAP
summer meeting.
Rev Richard Brooks promoting
the Maranatha Camp Scholarship Imitative at NAP. The historic First Presbyterian Church
of Decatur is offering support
and guidance to other churches
to sponsor un-churched youth
to summer camp.
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A prayer of unity followed one of
the intense discussions. God’s Holy
Spirit was felt despite some differences of opinion. We are reminded
that “harmony comes from the
blending of different voices, not the
suppression of any voices”.

Church Committees for 2020
Consider joining, as these committees begin to meet and work
toward a progressive ministry in 2020.
EVANGELISM (Outreach)

Parker Moore (with Rob Corn)

MISSION (Service)

John Edington (with Aylett Dickman)

ADMINISTRATION (Personnel)

Tom Caddell

DISCIPLESHIP (Education)

Richard Brooks
(with Tom Caddell & Donna Huffman)

WORSHIP

Debbie Gibson (with Bob Sparks)

FELLOWSHIP

Sandy Sansing

FINANCE/STEWARDSHIP

Charles Howard

PROPERTY (Facilities)

Donna Huffman

Ministry of Property Working Group (Donna Huffman)
Maintenance Working Group (Todd Newton)
Tenant Relations Working Group (Tom Caddell)
VISITATION (Pastoral Care)

Ramsey Huffman (with Charlie Guyton)

Clerk of Session

Bob Sparks

Church Treasurer

Charles Howard

The Only
Thing That is
Constant is
Change Itself
Yes, I know what you are
thinking: If they would
just leave things like they
are!
The only thing that does
not change is change itself. Change is inevitable
and constant. The single
influence we have is to
work toward making this
change for the positive,
not the negative.
People of faith are called
to embrace change and
to continue the task of
improving. As St. Paul
wrote, “let go of the old
and take on the new.” In
theological terms, this is
SANTIFICATION
which
means the process of
growing towards sainthood. None of us are
saintly in comparison to
our calling. However, we
are called to accept
God’s grace and, in response, grow as God's
children and disciples of
Jesus Christ.
R. H. Brooks
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NOTE: Property Committee Restructured
Ramsey Huffman has worked diligently during his past three-year session position as “Property
Chairman” dealing with the numerous property issues. In response to our changing needs, the
Property Committee of the session has been restructured and is now the more encompassing
“Facilities Committee” containing three working groups as follows:
Property Ministries
Working toward new and more efficient use of our space (Donna Huffman leader)
Property Tenant Relations
Working with tenants and their representative agencies (Tom Caddell leader)
Property Maintenance
Working with the physical plant of our building (Todd Newton leader)
A more detailed explanation will be presented in future newsletters as their progressive work is
shared.
Donna Huffman, Facilities Chairman

“Not all of us can do great things. But we can do small things with great love.”
― Mother Teresa

Our
Homebound:
Betty Brownlee
Shirley Coleman
Juanita Dukes
Nancy Fabisinski
Lynn & Ann Fowler
Barbara Martin
Dicky Maynor
Sue & Charles Murphree
Liz Pilgrim
Jane Rowe
Caroline Taylor
Anne Thornhill
Jean Vernon
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A LENTEN TAIZÉ
PRAYER SERVICE

SESSION MEETING
March 22
Following the
Worship Service
Lunch Provided

You are invited to an evening of
contemplative prayer,
scripture and singing to celebrate
The World Day of Prayer
Friday, March 6 at 6:00 p.m.
Gideon Blackburn House
First Presbyterian Church
307 Gates Avenue, Huntsville

Ongoing Opportunities:
Sundays

Coffee Fellowship - 9:00 a.m.
Adult Sunday School Class - 9:15 a.m.
Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Mondays

Mission Mat Weaving - 12:15 p.m.

Wednesdays

Choir Rehearsal - 6:00 p.m.

Mon-Wed-Fri ABS Senior Connection - 10:00 & 11:00 a.m.

Our Staff:
Rev. Richard H. Brooks, Minister
richardhbrooks@gmail.com
Karen Thatcher Moore,
Music Director
Kevin Long,
Music Outreach Coordinator
Rob Corn
Social Media Outreach Coordinator
Lisa Jones,
Office Administrator

Contact Us:
First Presbyterian Church
701 Oak Street NE
Decatur AL 35601
256-353-0253
fpcdecatural@gmail.com

First Presbyterian Church
701 Oak Street, NE
Decatur, AL 35601

Stay connected with all the happenings at
First Presbyterian Church of Decatur . . .
You can find us on the web at:
http://www.FPCdecaturAL.org/

You can also follow us on Facebook at:
First Presbyterian Church Decatur Alabama Facebook
http://www.facebook.com/FPCdecaturAL

