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INSPIRATIONS - Pastor Brooks
THREE YEARS OF MINISTRY
As we begin our third year together, I would like to share my
reflections on our journey. My first two years as pastor of the
Historic First Presbyterian Church of Decatur steeped me in the
honorable heritage of this congregation. I now have a heightened appreciation of the historical significance of this river
town, plus a renewed understanding of my heritage here. My
ancestors moved to North Alabama in 1809, first to Huntsville,
then Lawrence County, and eventually, to Decatur where my
grandmother was raised.
I’ve come to understand the magnitude of this congregation's
leadership to the city, the county, and the church. The importance of First Presbyterian Church and the City of Decatur is
both historical and significant. I now appreciate more deeply
each person in our fellowship and their contribution to our
ministry.
As we begin our third year of ministry together, we will work
toward a shared vision of how we can grow in faith and reflect a
positive vision of refreshed Christian mission to North Alabama.
(continued on page 2)
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Celebrating the
Members, Ministries,
Happenings, and
the Amazing Grace
and Love
at
First Presbyterian
Church
Decatur, Alabama

(continued from page 1)

Let us remember the reassuring, warm winds of God’s hope: God’s wind will lift us up when we
feel down and in despair; God’s wind will push us forward when we are discouraged and
need perseverance; God’s wind will blow from our starboard and port sides to guide us
forward; God’s wind swirls above us forming a soft white cloud against a crystal blue sky
that beckons us toward His kingdom now and into eternity, led
by our Lord Jesus Christ.
R.H.Brooks

“You have not lived today, until you have done something for someone
who can never repay.”
- John Bunyan

February’s Sermon Series - Footsteps of Paul

Join us in the New Year for a study of Paul’s Letters that shaped the first
century church, and guides us now in the Footsteps of Faith. Saint Paul’s
writings will be studied in their Biblical and Historical context.
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February 2

“We Are Accepted by Faith”

Galatians

February 9

“We Reap What We Sow”

Galatians

February 16

“The Body of Christ is Inclusive”

I Corinthians

February 23

“The Love of God is Action”

I Corinthians

Our Members Make All the Difference
Barrett Clinton Shelton, Jr. Honored
On January 20, Barrett Shelton was honored at the annual DMDA Martin Luther King Unity Breakfast with the presentation of the Humanitarian of the
Year for 2020 Award. Barrett’s service to the community and dedication to
Christ’s Church has been an inspiration to all of us.

You will find a short video tribute to Barrett
on our Facebook page:
http://www.facebook.com/FPCdecaturAL

Crystal Brown presents Barrett Shelton with the
Humanitarian Award during Decatur Morgan County
Minority Development Association’s annual MLK
Unity Breakfast at Ingalls Harbor Pavilion.

Sharing Presbyterian
Church History

Never Stop
Learning
Join a vibrant learning
community of adults 50+
interested in staying intellectually and socially
active, while having lots
of fun! OLLI at UAH is
designed for your lifestyle and interest, with
no grades or tests.
Become a part of OLLI
today!
Go to: osher.uah.edu
Or call: 256.824.6183

After completing the extensive history of Presbyterianism in North Alabama,
Donna Huffman is now sharing her knowledge with St. Andrew Presbyterian
Church. Thank you for your dedication and energy.

Brochures can be found
in our lobby.

Installation of Elders
On January 26, we installed Donna Huffman and Bob Sparks to active service
as elders. We thank them for their willingness to serve the Body of Christ
here at First Presbyterian Church of Decatur. We also thank those who have
completed their current term of service: Aylett Dickman, who helped develop
a ministry to inner-city youth; Tom Caddell who has overseen Administration;
and Ramsey Huffman, who has done a spectacular job as head of the Property Committee. Having rotated off the Session, they will remain active in these
areas.
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Moving Forward Here At
First Presbyterian . . .
You will notice some changes here at
FPC. The Property Committee has been
hard at work taking care of faucets,
toilets, lights, limbs, leaks, and pavements. Along with these much appreciated efforts, you will also notice
changes to the offices and the parlor.

The Only
Thing That is
Constant is
Change Itself
Yes, I know what you are
thinking: If they would
just leave things like they
are!
The only thing that does
not change is change itself. Change is inevitable
and constant. The single
influence we have is to
work toward making this
change for the positive,
not the negative.

The offices of the Pastor, Music, and
Administration have all received a
fresh coat of paint.

Pastor’s Study

People of faith are called
to embrace change and
to continue the task of
improving. As St. Paul
wrote, “let go of the old
and take on the new.” In
theological terms, this is
SANTIFICATION
which
means the process of
growing towards sainthood. None of us are
saintly in comparison to
our calling. However, we
are called to accept
God’s grace and, in response, grow as God's
children and disciples of
Jesus Christ.
R.H.Brooks

Administration Office

Music Office
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New carpet has been installed in critical
locations with more carpeting still to
come.

Ceiling tiles have been replaced throughout the office area as well as the parlor
and in the areas where we will house new
tenants.

The Way Made Clear
The History of Presbyterianism
By Donna Huffman

Copies are still available at
the church office.

Much needed new exit signs and
emergency exit lighting have now
been installed.

An anonymous donor generously
agreed to fund certain portions of this
recent renovation. This donation,
added to what Session had already
approved, allowed us to accomplish
more than we had originally planned.
We wish to thank this donor as well
as all those who have worked to coordinate and manage this huge effort.
Many hands have made lighter work.

Installation Day

$15 - Soft Bound
There are more changes to come, so
stay tuned . . .

NEW TENANTS
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Along with refurbishing the offices and updating technology, First Presbyterian Church of Decatur has received two new tenants. They are The
Crisis Services of North Alabama and Rebuilding Together. Both of
these non-profit ministries complement our outreach to help those in
need. Rebuilding Together provides free home renovations to help the
poor maintain safe, livable housing. Crisis Services provides counseling
and support for victims of domestic violence and sexual abuse. It also
has a ministry of suicide prevention and support. Our church is honored
to share working space with these valiant efforts to serve others.

New Entry System
After diligently trying, without success, to find the parts necessary to repair the
old door entry system, it was decided by Session that the time had come to replace it.
We now have a new system that works very much like the old one on the same
two sets of doors. The main difference is that entry can now be gained using a
“fob” instead of the old traditional keys, for those who need ongoing access.
Also, the doors can be set on a recurring schedule such as for Sunday worship
and ABS.
This system can also be accessed remotely via the web in the event doors need
to be unlocked/locked or whatever the need may be.
This is still a “work in progress”, and adjustments will be made as we go along,
but we believe this system will answer many of our needs as we move forward
with tenants and will continue to do so with the safety and security of our staff,
members, and tenants in mind.

TO ENTER THE DOOR:
Push the blue-lit circle to let
the office know you are here.

Red light = locked

Green light = unlocked

Use “fob” or press
the blue-lit circle to
gain entry.

Just pull the door open

Our Family
Members in
Military
Service:
Peyton Davis
Army
Fort Campbell, KY
(nephew of Luke
Pryor)

Birthday Wishes!
February 3
Sue Murphree
February 4
Carolyn Shelton
February 9
Mike Smith

TO EXIT THE DOOR:

February 19
Ran Pickell

Press the green-lit “PUSH TO EXIT” to open the
door to leave.
In case of an emergency, the “PULL HANDLE” will
deactivate the lock system until it is reset.
Use this ONLY in an emergency.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
We welcome these newest arrivals . . .

Charles Walker Coleman
Born December 19, 2019 to
Carrie and Ben Coleman
Proud Grandparents are
Cerise and John Pearce

Ian James Thornhill
Born January 23, 2020 to
Bethany and Jonathan
Thornhill

Francis Henry Meyer Brooks
Born January 17, 2020 to
Gray Brooks and wife,
Erie Meyer
Proud Grandparents are
Rev. Richard and Susan
Brooks

Proud Grandmother is
Suzanne Thornhill
Proud Great Grandmother is
Anne Thornhill

“A baby is God's opinion that the world should go on.”
― Carl Sandburg

Our
Homebound:
Shirley Coleman
Juanita Dukes
Lynn & Ann Fowler
Jerry Garth
Dicky Maynor
Sue & Charles Murphree
Liz Pilgrim
Jane Rowe
Caroline Taylor
Anne Thornhill
Jean Vernon
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SESSION MEETING
FEBRUARY 16
Lunch Provided
ASH WEDNESDAY EVENING SERVICE
Plan to worship with us in a joint
service hosted by our church on
February 26

Ongoing Opportunities:
Sundays

Coffee Fellowship - 9:00 a.m.
Adult Sunday School Class - 9:15 a.m.
Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Mondays

Mission Mat Weaving - 12:15 p.m.

Wednesdays

Choir Rehearsal - 6:00 p.m.

Mon-Wed-Fri ABS Senior Connection - 10:00 & 11:00 a.m.

Our Staff:
Rev. Richard H. Brooks, Minister
richardhbrooks@gmail.com
Karen Thatcher Moore,
Music Director
Kevin Long,
Music Outreach Coordinator
Rob Corn
Social Media Outreach Coordinator
Amber Stewart,
Office Administrator

Contact Us:
First Presbyterian Church
701 Oak Street NE
Decatur AL 35601
256-353-0253
fpcdecatural@gmail.com

First Presbyterian Church
701 Oak Street, NE
Decatur, AL 35601

Stay connected with all the happenings at
First Presbyterian Church of Decatur . . .
You can find us on the web at:
http://www.FPCdecaturAL.org/

You can also follow us on Facebook at:
First Presbyterian Church Decatur Alabama Facebook
http://www.facebook.com/FPCdecaturAL

