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INSPIRATIONS - Pastor Brooks
NOTHING NEW, BUT ME & YOU
Ecclesiastes wrote, “What has been, will be; what has been done, will be done
again. There is nothing new under the sun”. (Ecclesiastes 1:9)
“History is like the ocean. Forever changing, yet always the
same”. President Harry Truman was fond of saying: “The
only thing new is the history we’ve forgotten.”
Let’s examine these historical similarities:


International Terrorism – The very first military action overseas by the newly established United States of America was when President Jefferson committed the Marines to confront the pirates on Barbary Coast in the 18th
Century, much like presidents have done in this century.



American Banking Crises – The crises and mandatory bailout of banks in
1908 were very similar to the crisis and mandatory bail of 2008.



Illegal Immigration – The big political issue of 1910 was border security and
unchecked immigration. Then it was Canada, and today it is Mexico. The
official census reports that foreign-born resident in the U.S. in 1910 was
14.7%. Today it is 13.7% of the population.

“There is nothing new, but me and you”. Though the world around us changes
little, the world within us can experience new hope for living each day and in a
positive way.
(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1)
Though history does not change, there is always an opportunity for people of faith to change
and improve into the people they are called to be. The change we want in the world begins
with each one of us.
The people of faith at those who amid darkness reflects light, amid destruction works for
good, amid decay finds renewal, amid the charred remains of human history seeks the power
to stand up with newness of life and renewal of hope.
There is nothing new in this old world, except the newness, renewal, and hope we experience and share in a disciplined
life as Christians. There is nothing new, but me and you. Let each of us continue the revival of newness as we seek to be
better and become the world we desire. This renewal can be the greatest gift we offer to the world this Christmas Season.

GIVE THE BEST GIFT – A NEW YOU

“Your commitment to what you believe is right, does not require telling
everyone else they are wrong.”
- R. H. Brooks

December’s Worship Theme
December 01

“Those in Position”
Luke 1:5-69

HOLY COMMUNION

December 08

“Those in Profit”

Matthew 1:18-24

December 15

“Those in Power”

Matthew 2:1-16

December 22

“We Pilgrims”
Luke 2:1-7

(December 29 “New Year’s Resolutions”)
Matthew 24:36-44
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Worship at the Historic
First Presbyterian Church of Decatur

The November series on “Service” was concluded last week when
State Senator Arthur Orr spoke on “Service in Politics”. He expressed appreciation for this church community that raised him
and how his service in the Peace Corp and Habitat for Humanity
taught him to persevere in service to others.

Senator Arthur Orr

“You have not lived today, until you have done something for someone
who can never repay.”
- John Bunyan

The Way Made Clear
Copies are now available
at the church office.
$15 - Soft Bound

Share your photographs and short reflection in future newsletters.
Just email your stories of interest to the church at:
FPCdecaturAL@gmail.com.

It will be edited and shared. Send names and emails of friends and
family you want to share in our ministry’s news and updates.

What’s YOUR Story???
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Ministry to Others at
First Presbyterian Church

Blessing of the
Mission Mats
November 24

Make a Note...
Lt. Richard Watts and Rev. Richard Brooks lead the liturgy of blessing these
Mission Mats for the homeless. Thanks to the many church members who
gathered each Monday at noon to weave mats. The Salvation Army will
distribute these sleeping mats to the homeless community who live in the
woods near Decatur.

Choir Rehearsal will
resume Wednesday
night rehearsals beginning December 4 at
6:15 p.m.

WEAVING PROJECT PARTICIPANTS

Now would be a great
time to join us - just in
time for the holiday
season!

Nina Mae Blackburn
Hilda & Dick Borie
Richard Brooks
Aylett Dickman
Drew Ellner
Donn Huffman
Shirley Malone
Catherine & Dale McConnauchay
D. Ann & Ray Norris
Ran Pickell
Peggy & Malcom Prewett
Genie & Bob Sparks
Luci & Jim Wasserberger
The many who brought the raw
materials, and last, but not
least, our reliable “opener and
closer”, Charlie Guyton.
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Meet Rob Corn
New Social Media
Outreach Coordinator
Mr. Rob Corn is our new Social Media Outreach Coordinator. Having worked for two large churches in this area, Rob is experienced in website and Facebook outreach.
Rob believes the Church of Jesus Christ continues with its mission of offering
salvation through Jesus Christ in new and creative ways. With the advent of
social media, the church can now reach out to people who have moved to
this area and who are unable to attend church regularly. Social media and
other electronic means will be used to spread the message of the vital work
that the historic First Presbyterian Church of Decatur is doing.
You can participate in the following ways:
Go to the new website (http://www.FPCdecaturAL.org/) and take a look
around. Be sure to save it as a favorite and log in from time to time to see
what new things are going on at the church.
Go to our new Facebook page (First Presbyterian Church Decatur Alabama)
and be sure to “like” it. That way, you will be able to keep up with events,
sermon series, and all the other activities that take place here at the church.

The Church Office will be closed
the week of December 23-27.
The office will also be closed
Wednesday, January 1, 2020.

Sunday
Morning
Bible Study
Every Sunday Morning –
9:15 till 10:00
The Christmas narrative
from Luke and Matthew
using the New Media
Bible.
Reflection and Introspection with Coffee and
Community.
COME JOIN US !

ABS will not meet the week of
Christmas, December 23-27.
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Four Ways to Wire Your Brain
for Gratitude
Gratitude can have a lasting impact on your well-being. Here's
how to foster it all day long by Najma Khorrami in WELL-BEING,
November 1, 2019.
“There are many different ways to express gratitude—be it a quick
thanks, a heartfelt card, or maybe a favor in return. No matter how
you express it, being mindful of the moments when you feel gratitude can rewire your brain for the better. Research has found that
simply feeling grateful, even if you don’t necessarily share those
feelings with anyone, can boost your mental health in the long run
and have lasting effects on the brain. Furthermore, expressing
and accepting gratitude from others can strengthen your relationships and your overall sense of well-being.”
Here are the author’s four ways to train your brain to practice
more gratitude:
1. Take time to notice what’s around you
2. Practice gratitude for the little things
3. Share your gratitude for your loved ones
4. Spread gratitude via your social media platforms

“Show mercy, do justice, walk humbly with God.”
- The Prophet Micah

Our Family
Members in
Military
Service:
Peyton Davis
Army
Fort Campbell, KY
(nephew of Luke
Pryor)

Birthday Wishes!
December 7
Wayne Malone
December 10
Jane Pochran
December 20
Sandy Sansing
December 30
Phyllis Moore
December 30
Liz Pilgrim
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Decorating the Church for Advent
A message from Sandy Sansing
PLEASE make plans to join us for the wreath making and Hanging of The Green. We plan to make this a fun fellowship
event. Brenda has made wreaths many times and the process will be quick and fun!
If you have boxwoods or other shrubs that can be used to make the wreaths, let me know by text or email
(sandra.sansing@gmail.com).
The poinsettia project to honor someone special to you or in memory of someone will be taking place again this year. A $10
donation to the flower fund is the cost of each poinsettia. These flowers will be displayed on the second Sunday of Advent.
That flower can either be picked up after the Christmas Eve service or at a later time.

Decorating Schedule
November 30
December 06
December 13
December 14

- 10:30 a.m.
- 12:00 p.m.
- 12:00 p.m.
- 10:00 a.m.

Decorate Chrismon Tree
Decorate Windows in the Sanctuary
Make wreaths and garlands (Fellowship Hall)
Hanging the greenery in the Sanctuary

“Stand taller each day, in every conceivable way, then reach down to lift up
the next generation.”
- R. H. Brooks

Our
Homebound:
Shirley Coleman
Juanita Dukes
Lynn & Ann Fowler
Jerry Garth
Dicky Maynor
Sue & Charles Murphree
Liz Pilgrim
Jane Rowe
Caroline Taylor
Anne Thornhill
Jean Vernon

December
1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd
24th

Advent Worship Services - 10:30 a.m.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service - 5:00 p.m.

Ongoing Opportunities:
Sundays

Coffee Fellowship - 9:00 a.m.
Adult Sunday School Class - 9:15 a.m.
Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Mondays

Mission Mat Weaving - 12:15 p.m.

Wednesdays

Choir Rehearsal - 6:15 p.m.

Mon-Wed-Fri ABS Senior Connection - 10:00 & 11:00 a.m.
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Our Staff:
Rev. Richard H. Brooks, Minister
richardhbrooks@gmail.com
Karen Thatcher Moore,
Music Director
Kevin Long,
Music Outreach Coordinator
Rob Corn
Social Media Outreach Coordinator
Amber Stewart,
Office Administrator

Contact Us:
First Presbyterian Church
701 Oak Street NE
Decatur AL 35601
256-353-0253
fpcdecatural@gmail.com

First Presbyterian Church
701 Oak Street, NE
Decatur, AL 35601

Silent Night. . . Holy Night . . .
Join us for our Candlelight Service of
Music, Lessons, and Carols
5:00 p.m. on Christmas Eve
You can find us on the web at:
http://www.FPCdecaturAL.org/
You can also follow us on Facebook at:
First Presbyterian Church Decatur Alabama

